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tempting to think that there could not 
possibly be anything original or pro-
found left to say about Lincoln, that’s 
not why we commemorate this occa-
sion. 

The life of Lincoln is more than the 
story of our greatest President. It is 
the story of America itself. We are not 
here to repeat the history of the man 
who was elected at a time of unprece-
dented national challenge, tested time 
and again by adversity, and taken 
away during his moment of greatest 
glory. 

All of that is known and has been dis-
cussed and studied by students and 
scholars the world over. But that is not 
what this bicentennial was about. This 
is a celebration of America, because 
the life of Abraham Lincoln is, in and 
of itself, a celebration of America. 

Abraham Lincoln is the everlasting 
embodiment of the American dream— 
the belief that any American, through 
hard work and determination, can 
achieve anything their imagination 
and perseverance can conceive. 

Born in a Kentucky log cabin in 1809, 
he would have seemed to be among the 
least likely Americans to live a life of 
distinction. That is why his story is so 
important to America. It could have 
been the story of any one of us—of any 
American. 

Throughout his early life, he was 
never considered extraordinary. He 
tried many jobs and went through 
many phases. Farmer, rail splitter, 
raftsman, shopkeeper, lawyer, and poli-
tician. And through it all he met with 
his times of failure, but he also had his 
times of success. 

He served just a single term in this 
U.S. House of Representatives, and 
would not achieve national prominence 
until much later, when his own ambi-
tion collided with our Nation’s destiny. 
And it’s what came next that brought 
Lincoln to his moment and America to 
her rebirth. 

We know about the Lincoln-Douglas 
debates, the Gettysburg Address, and 
the Second Inaugural. We know about 
the Emancipation Proclamation, the 
Team of Rivals, and the ups and downs 
of the Civil War. We know about the 
surrender at Appomattox and that 
fateful night at Ford’s Theater. 

All of those are etched into our Na-
tion’s history. They’re the reasons that 
Abraham Lincoln, the man, is immor-
talized. But they are not the reason 
that we commemorate the bicentennial 
of his birth. 

Now and forevermore, the role of Lin-
coln in the American memory is to re-
mind us that, in America, everything is 
possible. Like Lincoln’s own life, our 
Nation’s history has not been perfect, 
it has not been without tragedy, and 
not been without adversity. But, also 
like Lincoln, as we strive for recovery, 
endure our hardships and mourn our 
losses, we as a Nation will always over-
come. And, in the end, we celebrate our 
success. And Abraham Lincoln is one of 
our Nation’s greatest successes. 

Now, a lot has been written and said 
about Abraham Lincoln over these past 

200 years. In fact, more words have 
been written about Abraham Lincoln 
than any other American. Every one of 
our 50 States and many of our cities 
have some sort of memorial to him, the 
most famous of which is located just 
down the National Mall from this Cap-
itol building. And that Lincoln Memo-
rial, which we treasure, and we can see 
from here, was dedicated in 1922—87 
years ago. Four score and 7 years ago. 

In life, he was taken from us far too 
soon, but in history he will always en-
dure. Now and forever he truly does be-
long to the ages. 

Some have said that without Abra-
ham Lincoln, there may not be a 
United States of America. Well, this 
can be debated, but one thing is cer-
tain. Without a United States of Amer-
ica, there could never have been an 
Abraham Lincoln. And that is what we 
celebrate. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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CHINA SEEKS GUARANTEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, this chart shows the amount of 
money that we have in circulation in 
dollars. And, as you can see, that up 
until recently there wasn’t a great deal 
of increase in the amount of money in 
circulation. 

But, just in the last few years, last 
couple of years, it has shot straight up. 
Straight up. That means that we are 
seeing an inflationary trend unparal-
leled in American history. But that is 
not the end of it. People need to know 
that their money is going to buy a lot 
less if we continue down the road we 
are on. 

Now just to let you know where some 
of the money is that is not on this 
chart, China has given us about $690 
billion in loans. And, just this week, 
leaders in the Chinese government said 
that they were very concerned about 
the value of those loans being eroded 
by ‘‘reckless policies’’ in the United 
States of America. The U.S., ‘‘should 
make the Chinese feel confident that 
the value of the assets at least will not 
be eroded in a significant way.’’ 

And Secretary Geithner of the Treas-
ury has been told this. And yet he said 
just today that there could be as much 
as $2 trillion printed and put into cir-
culation, at least a large part of it, be-
cause who’s going to loan us money 
when the Chinese, who are the biggest 
holders of our debt, are saying that 
they want guarantees that the value of 
the currency is not going to go down. 
And so who’s going to buy these loans? 

The Social Security trust fund has an 
awful lot of that money, and it’s al-
ready bankrupt. 

But the fact of the matter is the 
Treasury Department of the United 
States, in my opinion, and I’m very 
sure this is going to happen, they are 
going to have to print more money. 
Billions and billions of dollars in addi-
tional money. And when they put that 
into circulation, the law of supply and 
demand is going to make it very clear 
that everything that we buy is going to 
cost a heck of a lot more. 

Now, if you have $100 and 100 quarts 
of milk, a quart of milk would cost $1. 
But if you triple the money supply and 
you have $300 and 100 quarts of milk, 
it’s going to cost $3 for a quart of milk. 
And that is the way inflation works. 

This is a very clear signal that our 
money supply is going up like a rocket 
right now. And Secretary Geithner is 
talking about $2 trillion more in addi-
tion to what they are talking about in 
the supplemental. The supplemental is 
over $800 billion, almost another tril-
lion dollars. The omnibus spending bill 
which we are going to be passing is $410 
billion. And there’s a $100 billion sup-
plemental. 

Now think about that. Where is all 
that money going to come from? You 
can’t give people something unless you 
take it away, as far as taxes are con-
cerned. So we can’t tax people that 
much. And so what they are going to 
have to do is they’re going to have to 
inflate the money supply. And they are 
going to do it. 

The manipulation of our money sup-
ply is something that everybody in this 
country ought to be concerned about. 
They really should be concerned about 
it because the value of the money you 
have in the bank, and a lot of people 
have already lost a ton in the stock 
market, but the value of the money 
that you have in the bank and under 
the mattress, or wherever you keep 
your money, is going to be devalued 
dramatically because they are going to 
print so much more money. So there 
will be trillions of dollars more chasing 
the same amount or fewer goods and 
services. 

And everybody in America ought to 
be saying that we have got to put a 
hammer on the spending and put a 
hammer on these big policies that we 
are coming up with right now. I don’t 
think people realize, honestly. 

I understand we have economic prob-
lems, but this is going to put our kids, 
our grandkids, and our posterity in one 
heck of a situation because they are ei-
ther going to be taxed to the limit, or 
way above the limit, or they’re going 
to have to deal with an inflationary 
spiral that means that the amount of 
money they have won’t amount to any-
thing. 

In Zimbabwe right now, one piece of 
currency is worth about 12 million of 
their former currency. So they just put 
more zeroes on it. When people go to 
buy bread or food, they have to take 
buckets of money. That happened in 
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